
March 24 , 1 98 6 LB 286

amendment which I don' t know if it is in the Journal, but it
should be . . .

SENATOR SMITH: ( Inaudib l e . )

S ENATOR WESELY: O ka y , "Noth in g i n Sections 1 to 20 of this
act shall be construed to require the State o f Nebraska , a n y
agency of the State of Nebraska, or any of the entities
which operate under rules and regulations of a s tate a g ency ,
which either employ or contract for the services of social
services workers, to employ or contract with only persons
certified under Sections 1 to 2 1 of t his act, for t h e
performance of any of the professional activities enumerated
in Section 5 of this act." That is to make it v ery c l e a r
that nobody is to be forced to hare a social worker to
perform these v arious functions. Certification is an
optional thang. You don't have to have it if you don't want
to, and other people can perform the same functions just as
long as they don't use the term " soc ia l wo r ke r " and I t h i nk
that will take care of a lot of' those concerns .

SENATOR SMI T H: So there would basically be
classifications here, what we c al l . . . r ea l l y
classifications of a sccia l w o r k e r and w hat wou l d
others call themselves then?

SENATOR WESELY: Ok ay , there would be a certified ma-ter
social worker for those with the master'­ d egree, a n d t he n
just a certified social worker for those w ith a b ac h e l o r ' s
degree.

SENATOR SMITH: And the th rd classification:

SENATOR WESELY: There is no third classification.

SENATOR SMITH: But those people that are hired right now by
groups, particularly I have gotten a lot of letters from
like the di fferent regional offices of mental retardation,
and we have also had those people that we call them social
workers, basica'ly, that work in aging programs.

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , they would be called caseworkers or
something l i k e t h at . They can perform all tne functions.
It doesn't hange any of that. When you c ertify, anybody
else - an pe r f o rm t he same activities. When you l i cense ,
only that I>censed group can perform those act i v i t i es . So
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